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Bible Characters
Lesson Four: Joshua
Introduction.  Many of us are familiar with Joshua’s famous words in Joshua 24:15.  Right after the conquest of the Canaan land and right before his death, Joshua gathers all of the people of Israel together and issues this challenge: “Now, therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt.  Serve the Lord!  And, if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell.  But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (vss14-15).  What made him say this?  What events in his life gave him the confidence and desire to make such a bold challenge and proclamation to the Israelites?  This is what our study is going to revolve around today.
I. Joshua loved the Lord.

A. He saw God’s greatness in the Exodus (Exodus 5-12, 14).


B. He totally believed in God’s Power and Promises (Numbers 13-14).


C. He completely obeyed and fought for God (Exodus 17; Joshua 6).

II. Joshua had seen the Israelites fail the Lord before…  


A. In their constant murmuring (Exodus 24; Numbers 11).


B. With the golden calf (Exodus 32).


C. With the twelve spies (Numbers 13-14).


D. At Ai (Joshua 7).

III. God told Joshua that they would fall away.


A. God told Joshua of Israel’s harlotry (Deuteronomy 31:14-21).


B. As soon as Joshua died, they began to fall away (Judges 2:10-23).

IV. Joshua understood that Canaan wasn’t the “land of rest.”

A. It was the “land of promise” (Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 12:25; Joshua 21:43).


B. It was not the “land of rest” (Hebrews 4:1-10).


C. The “land of rest” is yet to come (Hebrews 4:9, 11:13-16).
Conclusion.  Joshua loved the Lord.  He showed it throughout his entire life by his unwavering confidence and obedience to the Lord.  He understood that the rest of the Israelites needed to do the same thing if they were to be pleasing to God.  Joshua was going to do everything in his power to make sure that happened.  That is why he was able to say those beautiful and powerful words at the end of his life.  The question now is this: what about us?  Are we going to stand like Joshua and be able to boldly proclaim those same words at the end of our lives or are we going to fall away like the generation after Joshua died?
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