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Premillennialism
By Kyle Pope

Throughout history there have been religious groups that have 
believed that the promises of Christ reigning for 1000 years, described 
in Revelation chapter twenty, speak of a coming earthly kingdom. Those 
who hold to this view believe that there will be a “rapture” of the saints, 
sparing them from a period of severe tribulation. This view has led many 
to interpret ongoing political events in light of this anticipated tribulation 
and earthly kingdom. Let’s consider what the Bible teaches about these 
doctrines.  

The Promises of Revelation Chapter Twenty
Revelation chapter twenty refers to Christ reigning for 1000 years, 

but a close study of the text shows that it is not describing a future earth-
ly reign of Christ on the earth, but Christ reigning over His church even 
though persecution was poured out on His people. The chapter begins:

Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key 
to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. He laid hold 
of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, 
and bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that 
he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years 
were finished. But after these things he must be released for a 
little while (Rev. 20:1-3, NKJV).

We note from this text that the period of 1000 years is connected with 
the binding of Satan. Old Testament prophecy associated the restriction 

in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord (1 Thess. 4:13-17, NKJV). 

We should note from this text that when Jesus returns He will bring 
with Him those who “sleep in Jesus.” This is not a resurrection sepa-
rate from final judgment. When Jesus returns the dead in Christ will 
rise. Paul says the saved will “meet the Lord in the air” and “always 
be with the Lord,” not raptured away while Christ sets up an earthly 
kingdom. 

There is no indication that Jesus will return to the earth itself. 
The heaven and earth will be destroyed at His return (2 Pet. 3:10-
13). There is no indication that those “caught up” will be separated 
from Jesus, in order to be spared from some tribulation while await-
ing an earthly kingdom. Passages that refer to some taken and some 
left properly refer to either the destruction of Jerusalem and those 
taken captive or being “taken” in judgment, not to some pre-king-
dom rapture (cf. Matt. 24:40-41 and Luke 21:20-24). 

Conclusion
The Bible teaches that Jesus established His kingdom when He 

came to this earth and was exalted as King. The Bible teaches that 
the church is Christ’s kingdom. The Bible promises that when Jesus 
returns He will bring the resurrection and the final judgment. Living 
saints will be “caught up” to meet Jesus in the air, but the end of this 
world will come when this takes place. .
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But I do not want 
you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concern-
ing those who have 
fallen asleep, lest 
you sorrow as oth-
ers who have no 
hope. For if we 
believe that Je-
sus died and rose 
again, even so God 
will bring with Him 
those who sleep in 
Jesus. For this we 
say to you by the 
word of the Lord, 
that we who are 
alive and remain 
until the coming 
of the Lord will by 
no means precede 
those who are 
asleep. For the Lord 
Himself will de-
scend from heaven 
with a shout, with 
the voice of an 
archangel, and with 
the trumpet of God. 
And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are 
alive and remain 
shall be caught up 
together with them 
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of demonic power with the 
reign of the Messiah (Zech. 
13:1-6). During Jesus’ minis-
try He described the work of 
the apostles as conquering 
Satan (Luke 10:17-20). This 
suggests that Jesus’ work 
while on earth should reason-
ably be connected with this 
description of the binding of 
Satan. The text continues:

And I saw thrones, 
and they sat on 
them, and judgment 
was committed to 
them. Then I saw the 
souls of those who 
had been beheaded 
for their witness to 
Jesus and for the 
word of God, who 
had not worshiped 
the beast or his im-
age, and had not 
received his mark 
on their foreheads 
or on their hands. 
And they lived 
and reigned with 
Christ for a thou-
sand years. But the 
rest of the dead did 
not live again until 
the thousand years 
were finished. This 
is the first resurrec-
tion. Blessed and 
holy is he who has 
part in the first res-
urrection. Over such 

of fire. This is the second death. And anyone not 
found written in the Book of Life was cast into the 
lake of fire. (Rev. 20:7-15).

Much of the book of Revelation is comprised of signs, sym-
bols, and figurative language expressing the broad message 
of Christi’s victory over all enemies. The first verse says that 
things that would “shortly come to pass” God “signified 
them to his servant John” (Rev. 1:1, LO). In light of this, it 
is reasonable to conclude that this period of a “thousand 
years” should not be taken literally, but of a long period of 
time during which Christ reigns from heaven. However we 
interpret the “thousand years” it is clear that final judgment 
comes after this period of Christ’s reign.

The Bible teaches that when Christ returns, all opposi-
tion to His reign will be brought to a complete end. If this 
passage describes Jesus reigning upon the earth in a future 
earthly kingdom, will He allow rebellion on the earth while 
He sits on the throne prior to this final victory? This text tells 
us Satan and all who follow him will be cast into the lake of 
fire (i.e. hell). When He returns all will be resurrected and 
judged. 1 Corinthians 15:20-25 teaches at that time Christ 
will deliver the kingdom over to the Father when death is 
brought to an end. This makes it reasonable to conclude that 
Christ’s reign is happening now. When He returns it will be 
for final judgment.

The Nature of Christ’s Kingdom
A fundamental error of Premillennialism is its misrep-

resentation of what the Bible teaches about the nature of 
Christ’s kingdom. The prophet Daniel prophesied that during 
the third kingdom after Babylon an eternal kingdom would 
be set up (Dan. 2:28-44). This prophecy identifies when the 
Messiah’s kingdom would be established. The Roman Empire 
was the third kingdom after Babylon and Jesus established 
the church during this reign (Luke 3:1-6). Premillennialists ar-
gue that the church is something separate and distinct from 
the Lord’s kingdom, but Scripture teaches that the church is 
the spiritual kingdom of souls in submission to Christ as King. 
Jesus declared that His kingdom was not of this world (John 

18:33-38). He declared the king-
dom would not come with ob-
servation, but was within (Luke 
17:20-21). Jesus declared that 
some who were alive when He 
spoke would not die until they 
saw the kingdom come with 
power (Mark 9:1). With this 
Jesus declared plainly that His 
kingdom is not earthly, observ-
able, or to be established later 
than the lifetime of some who 
were alive in the first century. 

The apostles’ statements 
about the kingdom make it clear 
that they believed the kingdom 
had already come. Paul told the 
Colossians that Christ had al-
ready translated them into the 
kingdom (Col. 1:13-14). John 
spoke of those alive when he 
lived who were his brothers 
and companions in the king-
dom (Rev. 1:9). It is clear that 
the very apostle who wrote the 
promises of the thousand-year 
reign already understood Christ 
to be reigning over him and oth-
ers. 

When Will the Saints Be 
“Caught Up” to Meet 

Jesus?
A passage often used to de-

fend the notion of a “rapture” 
of the saved, sparing them from 
a period of tribulation comes in 
Paul’s first epistle to the church 
in Thessalonica. It reads:

the second death has no power, but they shall be priests 
of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand 
years (Rev. 20:4-6).

We should note, the text speaks of the “souls” of those martyred 
for Christ living with Christ. There is no indication that this “first res-
urrection” is a bodily earthly resurrection. Further, Nothing is said 
about Jesus reigning upon the earth. Much of the focus of the book 
of Revelation concerns the persecution of Christians under the Ro-
man Empire. This persecution would not last forever, nor would it 
succeed in destroying the church. The cause of Christ would survive 
and rise again. The souls who died for this cause did not die in vain. 
They reign with Christ, even in the death of their bodies.  

If we interpret this as a future earthly reign, wouldn’t that mean 
that Christ isn’t reigning now? The Bible shows us He now reigns as 
King. Before Jesus’ ascension His universal authority was declared. 
He now has all authority “in heaven and on earth” (Matt. 28:18-20). 
When He returns it will not be to begin reigning, but for judgment. 
The text continues:

Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be 
released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the 
nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number 
is as the sand of the sea. They went up on the breadth of 
the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the 
beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven 
and devoured them. The devil, who deceived them, was 
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast 
and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented 
day and night forever and ever. Then I saw a great white 
throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth 
and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place 
for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing 
before God, and books were opened. And another book 
was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were 
judged according to their works, by the things which were 
written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were 
in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who 
were in them. And they were judged, each one according 
to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake 
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