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Bible Characters
Lesson Nine: Daniel
Introduction. The world changed in 612BC when the Assyrian Empire was conquered by its former vassal, the Babylonian Empire, at the hands of King Nebuchadnezzar.  In 606BC, the Babylonians proved their world dominance by defeating the Egyptians under Pharaoh Necho at Carchemish.  After defeating Necho, Nebuchadnezzar chased them all the way through Palestine.  History tells us that at Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar received word that his father was sick and immediately returned to Babylon.  However, before he left, he took back with him some of the best and the brightest that Jerusalem had to offer.  Among these captives was a courageous young man by the name of Daniel.
I.  Daniel as a young man (Daniel 1-2).   

A. Daniel was a man of courage when he was away from his home (1:1-8).


B. Daniel was a man of courage when he was in a new situation (1:8-21).


C. Daniel was a man of courage in “crunch time” (2:14-19).


D. How would you react?
II.  Daniel as a Man (Daniel 3-4).  

A. Daniel was a man of courage in choosing courageous friends (3:16-18).


B. Daniel was a man of courage by his reputation (4:18-19).


C. Can the same things be said about you?
III.  Daniel as an Old Man (Daniel 5-6).  

A. Daniel was a man of courage in his obscurity (5:5-13).


B. Daniel was a man of courage in his tribulations (6:10-23).


C. Would you be a person of courage in either of these extremes?
IV.  Daniel as Prophet (Daniel 4-12).  

A. Daniel was a man of courage as a prophet to Nebuchadnezzar (4:19).


B. Daniel was a man of courage to Belshazzar (5:22-30).


C. Are we just as courageous to speak the words of God in our much lighter affliction?
Conclusion. In Hebrews 11:32-40, the inspired writer speaks of Daniel in a round-about way.  He mentions those prophets who “through their faith… stopped the mouths of lions” (11:33).  It is not only because of Daniel’s faith that he is mentioned with many of the great Old Testament servants of God.  It is also because of Daniel’s great courage in the face of so much and so many different types of adversity throughout his lifetime that makes Daniel is such a great example for Christians of all ages to follow today.
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