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Bible Characters
Lesson Ten: Mary & Joseph
Introduction. In God’s plan to bring a Savior into the world, two people were chosen to act as parents to God in the flesh. In the record which Scripture provides for us, this blessed couple—Mary and Joseph, offer some wonderful examples of service to God.

I. Mary & the Birth of Jesus.

A. The angel Gabriel came to Mary and announced Jesus’ birth (Luke 1:26-33).

1. She is described as “highly favored” and blessed “among women” (Luke 1:28).

2. She “found favor” with God (Luke 1:30). We can assume from this that Mary prior to this had demonstrated the kind of character which showed her to be a suitable woman to raise the most important Person ever born on earth.

B. Mary asked the angel how she would have a child as a virgin (Luke 1:34).

1. She was told that the Holy Spirit would come upon her (Luke 1:35-37).

2. Mary believed the Lord’s promise (Luke 1:38). As a betrothed woman with child, this would surely bring many trials to her.  Yet, she bore them honorably.

C. When Mary went to the home of Elizabeth, and saw her relative with child, she offered a beautiful declaration about God’s goodness to her (Luke 1:46-55).

D. When the time came for her to give birth, Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem and gave birth to Jesus. The child was laid in a manger, because there was no room in the inn (Luke 2:4-7).

II. Joseph & the Birth of Jesus. 

A. Mary was betrothed to a man named Joseph when she “was found with child” of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18).  Joseph was a carpenter (Matthew 13:55).
1. Joseph was a “just man” but did not wish to make her a public example and considered “putting her away secretly” until God revealed to him in a dream the cause of Mary’s pregnancy (Matthew 1:19-20).
2. Joseph believed the Lord and took Mary as his wife.
B.  Joseph was given two other dreams.

1.   After the visit of the wise men Joseph was warned to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt to escape Herod’s plans to kill the children in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:13-18).

2.   After Herod’s death, Joseph was told by God that it was safe to return to Nazareth (Matthew 2:19).
III. Mary & Joseph as Parents of the Messiah. 

A. When Jesus was presented at the temple, Mary was told prophetically by Simeon of the turmoil and pain to her own soul that would come from the life of Jesus (Luke 2:25-35). 

B.  When Jesus was young, He stayed behind the caravan in Jerusalem, speaking with the teachers in the temple. Mary confronted Jesus about this (Luke 2:48-50).  Mary “kept all these things in her heart” (Luke 2:51-52).

C.  Jesus’ first miracle was motivated by Mary (John 2:1-11). She either knew that the time for Jesus to perform a miracle had come, or simply trusted that He would behave Himself honorably to help with the problem.

D.  Mary stood at the cross when Jesus died (John 19:25). Simeon’s prophecy that a sword would “pierce” her soul was fulfilled. She had to watch her firstborn Son suffer such cruel treatment.

1.  After Jesus’ death and resurrection, Mary was a faithful disciple together with Jesus’ brothers (Acts 1:12-14).

Conclusion.  Mary and Joseph were wonderful servants of God. They trusted God in the face of being placed in the most unusual circumstance any humans ever faced.  Their faithfulness to God set the perfect environment for the upbringing of God’s Son.   
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